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The Supreme Court of Ohio Writing Manual (“Writing 
Manual”) was adopted and released by the Ohio Supreme Court 
in 2011 (effective January 1, 2012) as a comprehensive guide for 
its use in writing judicial opinions. It was updated as a second 
edition in 2013. The proposed citation formats contained in the 
Writing Manual are based on several factors, including whether the 
judicial decision was issued before or after May 1, 2002, whether 
the decision was published in an offi cial reporter, and whether a 
WebCite is available. The Writing Manual also has several new 
changes to citation formats including the identifi cation of district 
courts and, perhaps the biggest change, placing the date of the 
decision at the end of the citation.

Although not mandatory for lower court judges and lawyers, the 
Ohio Supreme Court strongly encourages the use of the Writing 
Manual for writing opinions and briefs in Ohio courts. The 
committee drafting the Writing Manual produced an excellent, 
easy-to-follow guidebook that provides detailed instructions and 
examples of almost every citation used by judges and attorneys. It 
also provides writing tips, a listing of commonly used abbreviations, 
and guidance on structuring opinions. Every Ohio practitioner 
should keep a copy of the Writing Manual in their personal library 
for drafting assistance. We reference the Writing Manual for every 
brief, pleading, and legal memorandum we write.

Because of its comprehensiveness and the number of citation 
illustrations contained in the Writing Manual, we found ourselves 
constantly fl ipping back and forth between self-tabbed pages. As a 
solution, we created the following one-page summary of citation 
formats as a quick reference tool for the more common Ohio 
citation formats. It has become an invaluable, time-saving tool to 
our legal practice and has helped us be more consistent in writing 
opinions and briefs.

We have attached the reference guide to this article. Please feel free 
to use it. As a disclaimer, the Writing Manual is very comprehensive 
and the attached summary of citation formats only skims the surface 
of the Writing Manual’s guidance and direction. Please make sure 
you reference the actual Writing Manual as the fi nal authority on 
submitting fi lings in Ohio courts. The entire Writing Manual can 
be viewed online here: http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/ROD/
manual.pdf.
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Lewis left a legacy of clear 
writing that allows anyone 
who can read to understand 
the thoughts of the writer. 
This style of writing should be 
celebrated, whether or not one 
agrees with the opinion of the 
author. Lewis immersed himself 
in the law, knew it backwards 
and forwards, and then was 
able to explain a case in a clear, 
concise, interesting manner. 
His lyrical style as well as his 
worldview is captured in a few 
sentences from his obituary 
for Abraham Chasanow, in an 
“Abroad at Home” opinion 
published in the New York 
Times on June 15, 1989. “Any 
society, however committed to 
law, has to be reminded again 
and again that it is deadly 
to reach conclusions with 
secret, untested evidence. * * 
* In secrecy, there cannot be 
truth.” 
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